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Research Summary 
The Socioeconomic Status of Red Deer Families with Young Children (SES):
Relationship to School Readiness and Educational Outcomes

Research has consistently demonstrated the link between socioeconomic status (SES), school readiness and children’s 
outcomes. SES variables include family income, level of parent education, and occupation. Other elements of importance are 
family structure and housing. SES has been shown to have a strong direct infl uence on children’s school achievement. The 
fi ndings in this summary are based on the 2006 Federal Census and provide a profi le for Red Deer.

Key Findings:
Population: The population of Red Deer in 2006 was 82,772. Children ages 0-6 make up 8.4% of the population. In Alberta, 
8.6% of the population is ages 0-6, and in Canada, 7.6% is ages 0-6.

Family Structure: Red Deer has a higher percentage of lone parent families compared to Alberta and Canada. Red Deer also 
has a much higher percentage of children 0-6 years living in lone parent families than does Alberta and Canada. 

Aboriginal Identity: The percentage of Red Deer residents with Aboriginal identity is 4.4%.  Red Deer has a lower 
proportion of lone parent Aboriginal families than Alberta and Canada.

Mobility: Residential mobility is associated with negative behaviours and diffi  culty in integrating into the new environment.  
Most people in Red Deer remained in their usual residence (74.4%) as measured by numbers who moved in the year prior 
to the federal Census.  However, Red Deer has a much larger segment of its population that moved (25.6%) compared to 
Alberta (18.9%) and Canada (14.1%).

Language: The proportion of people whose fi rst language was neither English nor French is 8.9% in Red Deer, 18.8% in 
Alberta and 20.1% in Canada.

Level of Education: Parents’ level of education predicts children’s educational outcomes. People aged 20-44 (most likely 
to be parents of young children) in Red Deer were less likely to have higher levels of education than in Alberta or Canada. 
16.2% of Red Deer residents had no certifi cate, diploma or degree as compared to Alberta, (14.6%) and Canada (12.2.%).

Housing:  More couple families than lone parent families are likely to own their homes. Out of the total of all couple families 
in Red Deer, 80.5% own and 19.5% rent. For lone parent families, 53.2% own their 
homes, while 46.8 % rent. In Red Deer, 12.1% of couple families spend more than 30% 
of their before-tax income on housing, compared to 37.9% for lone parent family 
households. 

Employment: Labour force participation for persons age 25-44 with children ages 0-6 
was 79.6%. The unemployment rate in Red Deer is 5.0%. 

Family Income: Parental income has a strong eff ect on children’s readiness for school 
and educational attainment. Red Deer has a lower prevalence of low income for 
families (7.7%) than does Alberta (8.7% or Canada (11.6%).

The UEY Red Deer Project is  funded by the 
Government of Canada’s Understanding the 
Early Years Initiative 

For more information about UEY: Red Deer

Contact: Laurie Lafortune
UEY Community Coordinator
5409-50th Ave.
Red Deer, AB T4N 4B7

P: 403-309-8224
F: 403-343-6407
llafortune@fsca.ca
www.fsca.ca

P: 403-309-8224
F: 403-343-6407
llafortune@fsca.ca
www.fsca.ca

Creating a Community for Children

The full preliminary report, The Socioeconomic Status of Red Deer Families with Young Children: 
Relationship to School Readiness and Educational Outcomes is available at www.fsca.ca

The opinions and interpretations in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily refl ect 
those of the Government of Canada.


