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Creating a Community for Children

Creating a Community for Children

Research Summary 

Community Resources for Children

Parents are the most important infl uence on young children, however, socio-economic conditions along with available 
community services and supports directly aff ect the development of children and their ability and readiness to learn at 
school. It has become clear that looking only at child and family characteristics does not give a complete picture of the 
factors that impact on child development.  In Red Deer, there are many programs and services for young children that can 
support their development and readiness to learn at school.

  Red Deer’s population is 89,891. (Red Deer2009 Municipal Census). Communities with the strongest growth in 
population are Vanier Woods and Johnstone Park, followed by Inglewood and Oriole Park. 

  According to the most recent federal Census data (2006) there are 6850 children ages 0-6 in Red Deer.

  Approximately 85% of bus stops are within a walking distance of 400 metres

  There are over 120 parks, 142 km of trails, and over 140 playgrounds in the city. There are 3 playgrounds placed 
within each quarter section (160 acres) of land.  All playgrounds meet Canadian Standards Association standards 
for playspaces and are regularly inspected and maintained.

  As of September 2009, there were 1927 licensed or approved child care spaces in Red Deer, including day care 
centres, family day homes, before-and-after school care and preschools. 

  There are 9,733 children in Red Deer ages 0-9, according to the Red Deer 2009 Municipal Census.

  Subsidies for recreation and arts programs and sports team participation are available to lower income families.

  Two libraries serve residents and library cards for children are free. 

  There are 69 outdoor skating rinks and 6 indoor ice surfaces.  There are 16 community shelters, usually located 
next to an outdoor rink.

  Art, dance, music, and theatre programs and lessons are off ered throughout the city. 

  A number of festivals for children and families take place both in winter 
and summer. 

  Agencies off ering family and parenting programs are typically located in the 
downtown area, but provide  off -site programs to reach other parts of the city. 
Parenting programs are also available to some individuals, in their own homes. 

  Red Deer is home to a Parent Link Centre, providing a toy-lending 
library, parent education, parent-child interactive groups, and other 
parenting resources.

The opinions and interpretations in this publication are those of the author and do not 
necessarily refl ect those of the Government of Canada. 

The full report, Community Resources for Children, is available at www.fsca.ca


